Healthy Fathering Collaborative

 sponsored by Community Endeavors Foundation, Inc.
Meeting #37 Notes:  December 7, 2007, 9:30 am to 12:00 noon at the Domestic Violence Center
Present:  Tim Peyton (MomsFirst), Anthony Adkisson (Planned Parenthood), Vanessa Beard (CC Board of Health), Muqit Sabur (Center for Families and Children), Al Grimes (CC Fatherhood Initiative), Deborah Benn (DVC), Karen Tatter (MetroHealth), Colleen Cross (Children’s Museum), Dan Fondale (Cornerstone Among Women), Bob Farmerie (PEP), Stephan Hawkins (American Indian Education Center), Anthony Malik (Passages), Chuck Restivo (Suited for Men), Rev Dr BA Moore (Passages), James Wingo (Global Education Consulting Services), Stacey Sellers (Christian Community), Steve Clapp (Christian Community), Cynthia Brown (Community United), Molly Smith (Lakewood Collaborative), Luis Vazquez (CC Health and Human Services), Awilda Martinez (CSEA), Michael Falatach (CSEA), Maurice Stevens (Urban League), Barbara Pensgen (Child Support Resolutions), Laureen Tews Harbert (AIDS Funding Collab), Woody Allen (KeyBank), Frederick Knuckles (University Settlement), Bonnie Tortelli (Marymount), Annie Lewis Wolfe (Starting Point), Janice Eaton (May Dugan), Arnell Hurt (Employment and Family Services), Richard Robinson (Child and Family Services), Christine Spikes (Bellflower), Steve Killpack (Community Endeavors), Angela Woodson (Governor’s Office of Faith Based and Community Initiatives)
Welcome:  Deborah Benn welcomed everyone on behalf of the Domestic Violence Center and provided an overview of her program, the Safe and Sound Visitation Center.  Supervised visits for noncustodial parents and children are offered Tuesday through Sunday from 4 to 6 pm and 6 to 8 pm.  A fatherhood education and support component is offered in the program through a collaboration with the Center for Families and Children.  DVC is also a partner in the Strong Start for Cuyahoga’s families program, offering an educational component for participants and a training component for provider staff.
Fathers Perspective Magazine:  Theresa Johnson of I Am a Dream delivered and introduced the first issue of Fathers Perspective magazine to each member of the collaborative.  All congratulated she and Greg on the inaugural issue of the magazine and wished them the best of luck with the project.  The publication of the magazine is the realization of a long term dream and passion for Theresa and Greg.  The website for the magazine is www.fathersperspective.com
Round of Introductions:  Meeting participants provided extended introductions, sharing their involvement with programming for fathers and families and their interest or stake in the Collaborative.  All introductions were extremely informative, compassionate and full of valuable information.   
Teenagers, Religion and Sexuality:  Steve Clapp and Stacy Sellers of the Christian Community described their Cleveland project with is focusing on building capacity in a diverse set of faith congregations to address and discuss issues of sexuality with teenagers in their groups.  Steve has recruited a number of local individuals to do outreach to churches in their own faiths.  The project is being very well received.  To kick off the project the Christian Community did a survey of teens in Cleveland religious communities.  The results of the survey will be available soon.  Steve gave each meeting participant a copy of his book, Faith Matters, and a brochure describing the Cleveland project.  Go to www.churchstuff.com for more information.
Ohio Commission on Fatherhood:  Angela Woodson of the Governor’s Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives presented an overview of the Commission on Fatherhood, the work of her office and the soon to be released statewide Fatherhood RFP.

The Ohio Commission on Fatherhood was originally created by legislative statute in 1999, but was not funded or operable during the Taft Administration.  Governor Strickland committed to rejuvenating the Commission and following the law as soon as he was elected by appointing a Transition Committee, Chaired by Cuyahoga County Commissioner Peter Lawson Jones to review it.  Ms Woodson noted that the Strickland Administration works with passion and wants to do everything possible to give every child a chance to succeed.  The Commission on Fatherhood is now formed and held its first meeting in November of 2007.  It will work on organizational tasks in its first few months, select and Executive Director (that position was posted in mid January 2008) and oversee the Fatherhood RFP.

The new Director of GOFBCI is Greg Landsman.  Greg brings knowledge and experience in developing relationships between Faith Based organizations and Government.  The Office has three new funding initiatives: Feed Ohio which focuses on summer food programs for poor youth; Vulnerable Youth, a mentoring program; and the Fatherhood program.  An RFP for the Fatherhood program is to be released in early 2008.  The program will fund 12-24 grants in the range of $150,000 to $450,000.  The funding for the program is TANF funds, so all individuals served by the programs must be TANF eligible.  Anyone can sign up for email updates at http://gofbci.ohio.gov/
The Collaborative sincerely appreciated Ms Woodson’s passionate presentation followed up with a number of questions and comments.  The RFP will be distributed by email as soon as it is released. Once the Commission is complete (4 appointments are still due to be made by the Speaker of the House), a page will be devoted to it on the Healthy Fathering Collaborative website.
2008 Healthy Fathering Collaborative meeting schedule: 
· Friday February 8 at Dollar Bank

· Friday April 4 – location TBA

· Friday June 6 at MetroHealth Medical Center
· Friday August 1 – location TBA

· Friday October 3 – location TBA

· Friday December 5 – location TBA

All meetings will be 9:30 am to 12 noon.  
The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 noon.

























































