Healthy Fathering Collaborative

 sponsored by Community Endeavors Foundation, Inc.
Meeting #37 Notes:  October 5, 2007, 9:30 am to 12:00 noon at the Cuyahoga County Board of Health
Present:  Donna Bryant (Help Me Grow), Joye Toombs (HMG), Laurel Yee (Huron Hospital), Karen Tatter (MetroHealth), Marvin Chappell (OFY), Michael Falatach (CSEA), Awilda Martinez (CSEA), Tim Peyton (Moms First), Frederick Knuckles (University Settlement), Anthony Adkisson (Planned Parenthood), Sandi Hoch (CCBH), Tim Boehnlein (DVC), Deborah Benn (DVC), Otis Rodgers (Dad Matters), Christine Spikes (Bellflower), Al Grimes (Cuy Cty), Laureen Tews (AIDS Funding Collab), Rev Dr BA Moore (Passages), Abdullah Malik (Passages), Stephan Hawkins (Indian Center), Christie Manning (Family Support Consortium), Lashon Sawyer (Towards Employment), Emily Shurilla (Providence House), Paul Bounds (Towards Employment), Arnell Hurt (EFS), Tammie Greer (CSEA), Kim O’Neal (CSEA), Molly Smith (Lakewood), Alisa Smedley (Harvest Consulting), Annie Lewis Wolfe (Starting Point), E Clark Jr (Murtis Taylor), Shannon Ward (May Dugan), Barbara Pensgen (Child Support Resolutions), Eira Yates (Berea Childrens Home and Family Services), James Wingo (Global ECS), Deborah Cochran (CMSD), Crystal Davis (CMSD), Roderick Davis (Mayor’s Office), Ronald White (Harvard), Maurice Stevens (Urban League), Steve Wertheim (United Way), Steve Killpack (Community Endeavors)
Welcome:  Sandi Hoch of the Board of Health welcomed the group on behalf of CCBH.  Sandi gave an overview of fatherhood programming provided by CCBH, including the Prevent Premature Fatherhood program which provides education and events on topics that help young men delay fatherhood until the appropriate time (sexual and relationship health, media, male development).  Events are held in various locations around town, where agencies have access to and an ongoing working relationship with a group of young men.  This year Sandi will be working with the Boys and Girls Clubs and a variety of faith based agencies.  Sandi’s educators are all members of the Healthy Fathering Collaborative (Anthony Adkisson, Tim Boehnlein, Muqit Sabur, and Jerrold Nash). 
Sandi also provides training for nurses and hospital staff that work on birthing units regarding the importance of father involvement in the birthing process.  Trainings have been provided at Marymount Hospital, MetroHealth, Huron, Hillcrest and at a number of nursing schools.  Karen Tatter of Metro and Laurel Yee from Huron both spoke of the value of these trainings at their institutions.

Round of Introductions:  Meeting participants provided brief introductions.
Scenarios USA:  The Scenarios contest was in full swing at the time of the meeting.  A film from a past year, “The Choices We Make” which featured a young couple wrestling with the decisions related to a pregnancy, was shown and discussed.  Participants also discussed ways to involve young men in the contest which is focused on “What’s the Real Deal with Masculinity?”  The group also discussed the idea of featuring submissions from young men associated with HFC programs.  This concept will be discussed further at the December meeting.  The Prevent Premature Fatherhood and the Black and Brown Dialogues program both stated that they are involving young me in the contest.  The contest deadline is November 28.  For more information contact Kailyne Waters at 216.443.2030 or kailyne@scenariosusa.org
Fatherhood Programs and Family Violence Prevention:  Tim Boehnlein of the Domestic Violence Program talked about the importance of collaboration between fatherhood programs and the domestic violence community.  A handful of national studies and white papers have been done on this topic, with a variety of recommendations for local communities.  Tim referenced one study, by the Center for Family Policy and Practice, http://www.cffpp.org/GuideFlyer.pdf
Tim noted that Cleveland is well ahead of the curve here, having already implemented most of the recommendations.  The Domestic Violence Center has been a longtime member of the Healthy Fathering Collaborative, bringing an emphasis on the importance of involving fathers in preventing family violence, and addressing the impact of domestic violence when it takes place.  
Tim emphasized that a critical part of our work with fathers is the importance of discussing the modeling related to relationships and handling conflict that fathers do with their children.  Tim stresses that Domestic Violence is an issue that affects human beings, reaching beyond the discussion of victims and perpetrators.  Tim also addressed the bystander culture that has become so prevalent.  He works hard in his education to break that cultural norm, encouraging young men to intervene in violence that they witness.   Tim can be reached at 216.651.8484 or tboehnlein@dvccleveland.org
Black and Brown Dialogue:  Dr Moore of Passages spoke about his agency’s collaboration with Nueva Luz Urban Resource Center to bring African American and Latino fathers and sons together to discuss common issues related to sharing an urban landscape.  The program will have events on both the east and west sides of Cleveland and the first topic of discussion will be “masculinity”.  The culmination of the events will be the annual father-son retreat in the summer of 2008.  The program will serve 40 father/son pairings.  Dr Moore can be contacted at 216.881.6776 or drbalex1@aol.com
PATTHS for Dads training and RFP:  Anthony Adkisson of Planned Parenthood mentioned that October is Family/Healthy Sexuality Month.  The PATTHS program empowers parents to talk about healthy sexuality and is funded through federal Title X funds earmarked for engaging males in reproductive health services.  The local PATTHS for Dads program, a collaboration of the Healthy Fathering Collaborative and Planned Parenthood offered a training for professionals on Male Sexuality and Relationships on Wednesday October 24.  An RFP was released at the training for mini-grants to host PATTHS workshops for fathers at community sites.  The RFP deadline is November 14.  
Legislative/Policy Update:  Dr Moore and Steve Killpack provided an overview of current state and federal legislation that may impact fathers.  See the Public Policy page and recent OPNFF newsletters on the OPNFF website for details.

Updates:  
· Karen Tatter of MetroHealth announced that some members of the Cleveland Browns would be attending a special Daddy Boot Camp in October
· Warren Correctional Resource Fair – October 23 – volunteers were sought for resource tables

· Pregnant and Parenting Teen Summit – Help Me Grow sponsored a 1 day summit focusing on programming for pregnant and parenting teens on 11/2.  Stephan Hawkins was a guest speaker

· MVPTF – Men Can Stop Rape event at CWRU in November

· Grass Roots Caucus – members of the caucus had a very productive meeting with Commissioner Tim Hagan, addressing sustainability issues; a fundraiser is planned for winter
· 211-First Call for Help – calls are up in 2007 from fathers requesting jobs, child support, custody and visitation.  A new version of the Youth Pages will be out soon

· Eric Snow Basketball Clinic – Al Grimes announced the clinic, on Sunday 10/7

· Providence House – short term residential services are provided for children ages birth to 5 during a family emergency
2007-08 Healthy Fathering Collaborative meeting schedule: 
· Friday December 7 at the Domestic Violence Center
· Friday February 8 at Dollar Bank

· Friday April 4 – location TBA

· Friday June 6 – location TBA

· Friday August 1 – location TBA

· Friday October 3 – location TBA

· Friday December 5 – location TBA

All meetings will be 9:30 am to 12 noon.  
The meeting was adjourned at 11:55 am.

























































