Healthy Fathering Collaborative

 sponsored by Community Endeavors Foundation, Inc.
Meeting #29 Notes:  June 2, 2006, 9:00 am to 11:30 noon at South Pointe Hospital
Present:  Mack Warren (DCFS), Rev Dr B A Moore (Passages), Luis Vazquez (County Fatherhood Initiative), Barbara Pensgen (Child Support Resolutions), Kimberly Esper (Child Support Resolutions), Bob Farmerie (PEP), Christine Spikes (Bellflower), Sharyna Cloud (Adult Parole), Lin Hayes (Eagle Wings), Greg Johnson (Urban League), Theresa Mejia (I Am A Dream), Alisa Smedley, James Cabil (YOU), Kadija Guy (YOU), Mike Falatach (CSEA), Tammi Greer (CSEA), Kim O’Neal (CSEA), Marissa Warrix (OSU Extension), Tim Peyton (MomsFirst), Pastor Max Rodas (Hispanic Community Services Coalition), Sandi Hoch (CCBH), Mary Malloy (Parenting Class), Gwen Riase (EFS), Chuck Restivo (Career Gear), Richard Robinson (DCFS), Gina Callender (DCFS), Ron Shadd (CEOGC), Cecil Gamble (BRICK), kwa David Whitaker (Ashe), Jeff Saxon (Childrens Museum), Maggie Keenan (NCA), Shawn Harvey (Lexingon-Bell), Barb Galbincea (Plain Dealer), Molly Mohan (Community Solutions), Al Grimes (County Fatherhood Initiative), James Wingo (CMSD), Crystal Davis (CMSD), Rommel Bernardo (May Dugan), Juanita Davis (May Dugan), Vanessa Lee (Catholic Charities), Molly Syphard (LNE), Stephanie Bunsey (LNE), Marvin Chappell (Options for Families and Youth), Darella Motley (Key Source), Deborah Benn (DVC), Greg Sanders (South Pointe), Greg Siek (OSU Extension), Marc Crosby (Just like us), Paul Bounds (Towards Employment), Chris Thomas (Passages), Arnell Hurt (DEFS), Muqit Sabur (CFC), Elizabeth Hilton (Cleveland Saves), Steve Killpack (Community Endeavors), Arnell Hurt (EFS), Steve Wertheim (211/First Call for Help), Beverly Davis (KeyBank/WECO) 
Welcome:  Greg Johnson welcomed the group on behalf of South Pointe Hospital and discussed the history of the collaborative.  Greg first joined the HFC through his role at University Settlement and has brought a commitment to father inclusion to the Cleveland Clinic system.
Round of Introductions:  Meeting participants provided brief introductions.
Celebration of Fatherhood:  Plans for the Jun 16/17 Celebration of Fatherhood were shared and discussed.  Opportunities for participation in the Resource Fair, the Town Hall Meeting, Workshops and the Zoo were also presented by Theresa Mejia Johnson, Al Grimes and Luis Vazquez.
KeyBank Financial Education Center and WECO Inc:  Beverly Davis provided a comprehensive overview of the services available at KeyBank’s Financial Education Center on Buckeye and 114th.  WECO provides all of the services offered there through a contract.  The focus is financial empowerment.  All services are free.  4000 have been served since 2004.
Services are provided through a series of classes and/or individual coaching.  Group classes can be provided.  KeyBank prefers to have groups come to the financial education center rather than do outreach.

KeySource Legal Document Service:  Darella Motley spoke to the group about KeySource’s legal services.  Darella is a certified paralegal who helps people prepare motions, continuances etc so that they can represent themselves in court action.  Her goal is to empower people to handle their own legal life, to have a healthier legal life.  KeySource offers a 24/7 legal coach to guide clients through hearings.  One of their target populations is Incarceration and Re-Entry, assisting offenders in paying child support orders and request modifications.  KeySource is located at 11811 Shaker Blvd; 216.707.1300 or 216.469.5160.
Career Gear:  Chuck Restivo offered a free program to dress clients of HFC agencies at the February meeting.  Interest has been low so Chuck asked for feedback from the group.  The application process required a letter to be written by the individual requesting service and the caseworker.  A number of people stated that this process was a barrier for individuals due to the literacy and writing skills.  In addition, some programs said that their clients needed work clothing rather than suits.  Many were not aware that Chuck has a great deal of casual clothing as well.  The discussion expanded into a lively discussion of barriers to serving men and motivation among the service population.  Contact Career Gear at 216.939.9330 to discuss the program.
Amachi Mentoring Children of Prisoners Program:  Sharyna Cloud of the Adult Parole Authority gave a presentation on the Amachi program which is currently active in Lorain, but not yet in Cuyahoga County.  The program offers 1 on 1 mentoring for children with an incarcerated parent.  APA is attempting to create a program for Cuyahoga County and needs mentors.  Interested individuals should be referred directly to Sharyna Cloud, 216.787.3019.  
The group had an extensive discussion about the value and role of mentoring.  Many believe that mentoring is only successful if it happens through a natural relationship.  Others were concerned about creating a working relationship between the mentor and the incarcerated parent.  

Federal RFPs for Marriage and Fatherhood:  Luis Vazquez and Steve Killpack led a discussion about the RFPs that had recently been released for funding Healthy Marriage and Responsible Fatherhood programs.  Cuyahoga County Fatherhood Initiative will be applying for both grants, assembling a public-private collaborative.  The LNE Group was hired to develop and write the proposals.  Individual agencies were encouraged to apply in different priority areas so as not to compete with the County’s applications.
Next Meeting:  Friday August 4, 2006, 9:30 am to 12:00 noon at OSU Extension.
