Healthy Fathering Collaborative

 sponsored by Community Endeavors Foundation, Inc.
Meeting #35 Notes:  June 1, 2007, 9:30 am to 12:00 noon at MetroHealth Medical Center
Present:  Awilda Martinez (CSEA), Michael Falatach (CSEA), Kevin James (Boys and Girls Clubs), Deloris Davis (May Dugan), Sandi Hoch (CCBH), Christine Spikes (Bellflower), Anthony Adkisson (Planned Parenthood), Donna Barton (Help Me Grow), Al Grimes (CC Fatherhood Initiative), Theresa Johnson (I Am a Dream), Amy Loomis (Towards Employment), Paul Bounds (Towards Employment), Susan Kaczay (Lorain County Community Action Agency), Michael Wright (CWRU Nursing), Richard Robinson Jr (CC Dept of Children and Family Services), Beverly Davis (WECO Fund and KeyBank), David Menke (Recovery Resources), Charmaine Pope (Strong Start), Frederick Knuckles (University Settlement), George Johnson (Eagle Wing Outreach), Tim Peyton (MomsFirst), Barbara Pensgen (Child Support Resolutions), Clifford King (Dollar Bank), Dorothy Curtis (Dollar Bank), Kailyne Waters (Scenarios USA), Karen Tatter (MetroHealth), Susan Organiscak (DJA Office of Mediation), Pastor Max Rodas (Nueva Luz URC), Sharyna Cloud (Adult Parole Authority), Lin D Hayes (Eagle Wings Outreach), Otis Rodgers (Dad Matters Alternaterm), Greg Siek (OSU Extension), Judd Shiffler (Community Assessment and Treatment)
Welcome:  Karen Tatter welcomed the group on behalf of MetroHealth Medical Center.  She described the hospital’s commitment to engaging and including fathers, Metro’s achievement of “magnet status” as nursing hospital, the Daddy Boot Camp program and the Doula Project, which provides free doula service to families.
Round of Introductions:  Meeting participants provided brief introductions.
Cuyahoga County Celebration of Fatherhood:  Theresa Mejia Johnson, event coordinator for the June 16-17 event at the Crowne Plaza Hotel and Jacob’s Field went over details for the event and recruited volunteers.
Scenarios USA:  Kailyne Waters provided an overview of the Scenarios project, a film story contest for youth ages 12-22 that will take place this fall.  An informational flyer is attached.  The theme for the contest, “What’s the Real Deal about Maculinity” provides many opportunities for collaboration between HFC agencies and Scenarios.  Contact Kailyne at 216.443.2030 or kailyne@scenariosusa.org
Dollar Bank:  Clifford King spoke to the Collaborative about the bank’s programs to promote mortgages for mothers and fathers.  The program has helped the bank develop collaborations thoroughout the community.  Clifford reflected on men and credit, commenting that men have tended not to think about credit and that they often need a tool to repair their credit.  Dorothy Curtis at the bank works for the Credit Enhancement Program, which helps individuals repair their credit.  Clifford stressed that these programs are about providing information, not selling products.  Clifford can be contacted at 216.736.7377 or cking@dollarbank.com – Dorothy Curtis can be reached at 216.736.8908 or dcurtis@dollarbank.com 

Towards Employment:  Paul Bounds and Amy Lomis presented information on the Supportive Services Program.  The program (the original mission of Towards Employment) provides support for newly employed workers in the form of transportation support, tools, certifications and uniforms.  All support is FREE.  Eligibility requirements include: verification of employment with employer, 32 hour per week minimum and services must be provided within the first 30 days on the job.  Call Amy Lomis for more information or to make a referral, 216.696.5750 or alomis@towardsemployment.org – Paul Bounds can be reached at the same number or pbounds@towardsemployment.org .
Prevent Premature Fatherhood Program:  Sandi Hoch of the Cuyahoga County Board of Health described the events planned for June through the Prevent Premature Fatherhood Program – the program reaches out to young men in five communities:  Euclid, Hough, Clark-Fulton, Parma and Lakewood with information about healthy relationships, sexual health, and preparation for fatherhood.  Since the meeting, Sandi has learned that her program will be refunded, continuing through June 2008.  

Grass Roots Caucus:  Pastor Max Rodas, Barb Pensgen, Marc Crosby and Minister Otis Rodgers reported on the first meeting of the caucus, a group of small faith and community based agencies within the Healthy Fathering Collaborative.  The group is focusing on the following:
· An inventory of services, skills and capacities of all agencies in the caucus.

· A memorandum of understanding among the agencies.

· A meeting with Commissioner Tim Hagan to discuss the unique challenges faced by grass roots agencies and the benefits they offer the community.

· A March/Walk of Men and Fathers to take place in June 2008

· A fundraising event
Contact Steve Killpack if you are interested in participating.
Public Policy Update:  Al Grimes described his experience testifying before the Ohio Senate Finance Committee on May 31.  Calvin Williams from Cincinnati and Diane Karther of Ashland joined him in the effort to increase funding and strengthen the structure of the Ohio Commission on Fatherhood.  Senator Ray Miller presented an amendment to the budget to improve the structure of the Commission but it did not advance.  Over the summer, the Governor’s Office of Faith Based and Community Initiatives has been working to populate the Commission so it can begin its work.  As part of a parallel effort to promote policy issues related to fatherhood in Ohio, the Region V office of the Administration for Children and Families, OPNFF and Ohio Alliance of Community Action Agencies are sponsoring a Fatherhood Policy Forum in Columbus on September 20.  This is an invitation only event, but opportunities will be available to provide testimony.
Agency Updates:
· Nueva Luz fundraising event – Max Rodas distributed invitations to the Nueva Luz fundraiser.

· Cultural Competency training – Max Rodas promoted the final training of 2006-07 on June 29

· Recovery Resources – David Menkes of the Focus on Fathers program provided a brief description of the program, a 10 week program on fatherhood issues for men in treatment programs at Stella Maris and Recovery Resources on Chester.

· OSU Extension – Greg Siek, 216.429.8200 described extension programs that are available for collaboration with HFC agencies.
2007 Healthy Fathering Collaborative meeting schedule: 
· Friday August 3 at Nueva Luz Urban Resource Center
· Friday October 5 at Cuyahoga County Board of Health
· Friday December 7 at the Domestic Violence Center
All meetings will be 9:30 am to 12 noon.  
The meeting was adjourned at 11:50 am.

























































